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MEMCRASDUM FCR TiHE DIRECTCR
SURJECT: DProbable Resctions to the Positioning of US Combat
Forceg in South Vietnam snd Thailand

1, Speaking broadly, we think that the positioning of US
combat forces in Scouth Vietnam and Thailand wouid not in the
short term precipitate reactions which would be strongly adverse
or dangerouz to US interests. Much would depend on the anncunced
purpose of the action and the eircumstances eurrounding the actual
positioning of the forces, but under the most likely circumstances
we can envision we think that: (a) the reaction of the neutrals
and our allies would range from approval to grudging scceptance
and respect for US strength arnd determination; and (b) the re=

ction of the Communist Bloc would not include a veccurse to force.

2. Clven certain cconditions, we believe that the proposed
action could in the chort term produce reactions favorable to US
interests. Chlef among thesec essentiel conditions are: (a) a
credible invitation from South Vietnam and Thailand for the
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stationing of US forces in thedr countries; (b) a clearly delineated
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mission for the forces within the countries, providing for har-
monious relations with “he Populace and the indigenous forces;
and (c) a snmooth and succegsful operation In installing and main-

talning the forces,

3« Assuming that the requisite invitation was forthconming
from Thailand, we can foresee no inherent obstacles Lo establishing
the above conditions in Thailand, In South Vietnan, however, many
obvious difficulties energe., Because of the lack of security in
the countryside US forces would probably become harassed and engaged
before thev could be roeitioned, Moreover, communications and supp.y
for the forces would Trobably be subject to continued harassment,
thus deflecting the forces from their declared micsion, Finally,
1f the mission given these forces was to seal South Vietnamese
borders off from guerrilla ercroachment from Taos and Carbodia,

Successiul accomplishment of +thig mission would be most difficult,

b, The vositioning of US forceg lmmediately south of the
DMZ at the 17th Parallel -- for the declared purpose of protecting
South Vietnan from Viet Minh attack -~ would confront the Comryuni st
Bloc, particularly the Chinese, with the most direct challenpgz of
any we can foresee in this preposed action. The reaction would

of course be violent, but we telieve that the interplay of
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conflicting intevests among North Vietnan, Communist China, and
the USSR would probobly be effective in preventing a recourse to

overt force on the part of the Bioc or any single nerber,

5o The long-tern conceguences of the proposed action are
imposeible to foresse with confidence, We could expecth; however,
that any initial enthusiasn on the part of the hosts or our allies
would dissipate in a relatively chort time. The problen of dis-
engaging US forces in circunstances suggesting the completion of
a successful cperation, might be difficult to achieve, However,
if the action in South Vietnanm had perritied Dien's forces to
concentrate on security operations and if these operations had
resuited in reducing narkedly the Communist strength in South
Vietnan, then great credit and heightened respect would be accorded

the US, however ecritical the reaction had rreviously been.
FOR THE BOARD CF NATIONAL, EATYMATES

ABBOT SMIT
Acting Chairnan
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